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What was life like for you when you was growing up?  Do you remember anything 
special? Things you used to do? Things like that. 
Erm not really apart from going ‘op picking and things like that. 
Ah that comes under the next one.  What kind of work did you do? 
Pea picking, strawberry picking, plum picking. 
Which was your favourite? 
Strawberries 
Why was that? (Laughs) 
Cos you get to eat ‘em an’ all (laughs) 
Ah and how old was you when you started work, this kind of work? 
Dunno about 9, 10? 
Can you remember anything special that you would do on them days? 
Pelt one another with the plums in the plum field. 
Eww! (Laughs) that was fun? 
Yeah 
Did anybody get hurt? 
No 
Ah 
Not one once. 
So what did you used to do? Did you used to go up trees? climb up? Can you give us 
picture of what it was like? 
There was once when we went to a turnip field and me mum and dad was turniping, but 
I was only little and a tree fell down ‘cos there was thunder the night before and we all 
played in the tree and we made a little ‘ouse out of it. 
Oh that’s nice.  
(Laughs) Yeah. 
Ah I like that story.  What did you live in, in those days? Was it wagon, trailer house or… 
Trailer. 
And in which part of East Anglia did you travel? 
Wales, St Neots, Cambridge. 
So all over? 
Sort of yeah.  St Neots round there. 
Ok Changing times then. Umm have things changed for you as a traveller over the years? 
Has anything changed for you, you being a young traveller? 
Erm, yeah we don’t go Potato picking and stuff like that no more; we don’t do plums no 
more. 
Now whys that? 
Erm don’t know really ‘cos I don’t think there’s so much money in it anymore. Err not 
much work 
And any other changes that you can think of that might have made life better or worse? 
Mm, I dunno really. 
Ok, that’s fine. Can you think of anything that’s been the biggest change for you? 
Umm moving here. 
In the house? 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Yeah. 
Ah. What was the change then? How was it different? 
‘Cos in the trailer you could hear everything.  You could hear the rain on the roof when it 
rained. I loved hearing it. We used to live down on the ground, but now we live in an  
‘ouse. 
Which do you like better? 
I like the trailer better. Seeing people more.  When you ‘ere you're in your room all the 
time. 
Don’t go anywhere, see anybody? 
No, don’t really communicate with one another very much. 
So do you miss the old ways? 
Yeah. Old ways are better i’nt they? (Laughs) 
Now we’re going to go onto racism. Did you or your family face any racism when you 
was growing up? 
Yep 
What sort? 
Pikey, dirty, you i’nt no good, you're not really people and things like that. 
Mm, nasty stuff. 
Calling you thieves and you i’nt even done nothing. 
Was it just calling you names or was it other things as well? 
Just names really. 
Can you think of any specific time that they did this to you? 
Umm, when I was as school they used to say I was dirty. Oh and that I shouldn’t be on 
the planet ‘cos people like us don’t… they got no need for us. Yeah nasty things all 
about. Every time something got thieved I’d get the blame. 
Oh lovely.  Anything else they used to do to you? About your mum and dad or anything? 
No not really, just me and travellers and things like that. 
Always about that, was there nothing about anything else always about being a 
traveller? 
Just about travellers and the way we looked and things like that you know. 
Do you still face racism today? 
Not really. 
So it was more when you were younger.  Was it as school or was it everywhere? 
Everywhere.  You still face it today. People know what you are they treat you different 
don’t they? You go in a shop and people follow you round it and you aren't even doing 
nothing like. Cos you i’nt buying anything. (Laughs) 
Yes, been there (laughs). 
Not nice. 
No (laughs) Can you think of any other times that you’ve faced this kind of racism? ‘Cos 
it is racism. 
It is racism like with the gavvers you say, or the teachers in school, you say like its racism 
and they say no it’s not classed as racism. 
So you actually did take it to a policeman or to the teachers. 
To a teacher once.  Some girl called me a pikey and they were saying that weren’t racist. 
But it is i’nt it? It’s like calling a coloured man black or nigger, same thing but they don’t 
see it like that. 
So lets go onto education as we’re talking about that. Did you have a formal education? 
Yep 
Did you enjoy it? 
Err it was alright really. Not really (laughs). 
What did you like about it and what didn’t you like? 
I only liked some lessons, I liked the textiles class, I liked making things.  I liked learning 
new things, but I didn’t like the people ‘cos they was all very rude, snotty, judge you by 
what you looked like – not by who you are. 
So you as a young travelling person when you have children, will you send your children 
to school? 
No, I think I’d have ‘em home schooled ‘cos I wouldn’t want them to get hurt. 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Which would be the whole experience of school, the bullying and everything? 
Yeah, I wouldn’t want them to go through that. It’s not a nice experience really is it? 
No.  You don’t want them to go through that? 
No 
Ok, Future. How do you see life changing for travellers in the future? 
Umm don’t know. Maybe people understanding more. Be … not be so racist against 
them. Not keep following them round a shop just ‘cos of what they are and things like 
that.  That would be nice. 
Do you think that would be good? 
Yeah, That would be very good. 
What would be your best thing that could happen in the future? 
Umm people to know us for what we are not for what they think we are. 
What would be your worst? 
To go through it and be the same.  People would be even worse about it. That would be 
the worst thing I reckon.   
Could you see this happening, either way? 
Mm, I couldn’t see people understanding us because they haven’t got the time and they 
don’t want to understand ‘cos they got their opinion about you and that’s it. You ain’t 
gon’na change it. 
You can’t see the long‐term future and what it holds for the travellers? 
No not really, I cant see people understanding cos they don’t wan’na.  The gorgers don’t. 
(Laughs) 
So what would you say are a travellers values? 
Dun’no 
What do you think is what a traveller values most? 
Family, people around them erm…. 
What’s the most important thing to you? 
To me?  My family. 
That would be your family values? 
Yeah, that’s what all travellers know dun’t they?  All stick up for one another cos 
otherwise you got no one. You know? (Laughs) 
That’s what you’ve been brought up to say is to basically look out for each other? 
Yep. 
What are your views on the non‐traveller views – their values? 
Gorgers? 
Yeah, what do you think their values are? 
What of us? 
No of anything. 
Umm I don’t know really. 
What do you think you can learn from non‐travellers? 
Not much (laughs) I don’t know you could learn a fair bit from them really, but they ain’t 
got the time to teach us.  They want to teach us ‘cos they don’t think you wan’na learn 
and listen.  They just think were all just like children. That we don’t want know anything 
we just want to thieve for the rest of our lives and it ain't right really. 
No it’s not right at all.  Ok. Language.  Are you aware and do you speak Romani? 
Yeah. I am aware of some of it not all of it. (Laughs). 
What do you reckon of your own language? The Romani Language? 
Oh I love it.  Gorgers don’t understand you do they? Its like they go like this ‘huh?’ 
Would you like it to be taught? Or you know spoken like French is and things like that? 
No, cos I don’t reckon the gorgers should learn that language. It’s not their language to 
learn. It’s ours. 
It’s your heritage and you want it to stay your heritage. 
Our heritage, yeah, it’s nothing to do with them. 
How many words do you know? 
(Laughs) About 10 if that. 
Did you family speak more Romani to you when you was a child? 
Yeah, me dad and that. He used to say things to us when we was sitting there and we’d 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say what do you mean? And he’d just keep saying them.  Would he explain it and so 
then it was passed down to you so you would understand it?  He did sometimes, 
sometimes he’d just laugh at us. 
Ok.  Do you think the Romani language is dying out? 
Err, yeah a little bit.  Its gon’na get even though only the travellers use it.  If you know a 
traveller you can hear and know what they’re saying. I don’t really think so know. But 
the gorgers are getting their hand in it now. 
And that’s part of your heritage? 
Yeah. 
And you want it to stay that way? 
Yeah definitely. 
Ok.  What do you think is the main difference between the traveller and non‐traveller 
childhood? 
What do you mean gorgers and travellers?  Travellers are brought up more rough and 
ready in they and a trailers clean and the gorgers more soft on the children. They’re 
more daddy’s little children get what they want when they want it. Where as we in’t, 
we’re brought up to earn what we want. 
What is the best lesson you’ve learnt from being brought up in a traveller childhood? 
Never thieve off another trailer, respect your elders and manners cost nothing.  That’s 
what I’ve learnt. 
And you change anything about your childhood? 
Nothing.  My childhood was wicked apart from being at school. That’s the only thing I’d 
change. 
Would you be home schooled? 
Yeah, I’d rather have been home schooled. 
What type of work did travellers used to do? 
Mm, I don’t know. 
What sort of work did they used to do in the olden days? 
Fieldwork didn’t they.  Err gardening. Thieving a lot more, but they cant do that too 
many gavvers around know what they’re doing. And I don’t know really. 
Do you face any discrimination at work? 
No not where I work. 
Have you heard of anything? 
Where? 
You know about travellers facing discrimination at work for being a traveller? 
I know a gal once who used to work in a factory and just (I don’t know what she used to 
do at the factory), but the man found that she was a traveller and fired her straight 
away.   
Just cos she was a traveller? 
Yeah, just because she was a traveller. 
Before hand did she have a good relationship with her boss and the people there? 
Yes she worked there for a good 10 months and then he found out she was a traveller 
and fired her straight away. 
Ok.  What are the attitudes towards the gorgers and their community? It says what are 
the traveller’s attitudes towards non‐travelling communities and has this changed over 
time? So basically what do you think of the non‐travellers and their community and has 
that changed over time? 
Erm, what do I think of gorgers? (Laughs) most of them are a bit snotty really. I've met a 
few. They’ve been alright they don’t mind travellers at all, but most of them just don’t 
want to know you do they? I think. 
Has that changed? 
No not really. 
And is there any racism at all within the travelling community against the gorgers? 
Yeah if the gorgers walk passed us in the street and you dirty gorger, but its not the 
same thing when they say it to you cos they don’t know what your talking about, so they 
cant really be hurt by it, but we know what they’re saying. 
And we know what they mean by it? 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Yeah we know what they mean. 
Ok.  What is the role of a travelling woman in the travelling community? 
Clean, wash up, look after her man and children. Stay at home. 
And are women happy with this? 
No (laughs) not at all. 
Why not. 
Cos all the men get to go out and do what they want and the women sit at home 
cleaning, looking after the men, looking after the children, they in't got a life, in't right. 
And is that just now or has it always been this way? 
Umm I think it’s always been this way.  It’s still the same now but a couple of them in 
there do go out and work.  Like there’s a lady that, Linda knows I think, she drives a 
juggernaut doesn’t she.   
So basically it’s the traditional roles for the travelling women always? 
Yeah 
And what about the travelling children? Are they brought up the same way? 
Traditionally? 
Yeah pretty much I think. 
What defines a traveller? Is it what you are or what you do? 
What I am.  I am a traveller, its in me blood. It’s who I am, how I’ve been brought up. 
What do you really want in life? 
Err what do I really want? I don’t know, what do you mean? 
What do you want from life? What do you want to do? 
Umm, Id like to get an education without going to school with all them people and not 
be… not be that sit at home woman with all the children looking after a man and the 
man going out and leaving her, no. I’d rather live my life first. 
Do you stop being a traveller if you settle down in a house? 
No, not at all. Because you're still a traveller inside in't ya. It’s the way you’ve been 
brought up not where you live. 
Can a person who lives in a house all their lives move into a caravan and become a 
traveller? 
No 
Why not? 
Because they weren’t brought up like that. It ain’t… they ain’t got no right to do that 
really. 
Its not their heritage? 
No its not their heritage. 
Are you proud of being a traveller? 
Yep. 
Why? 
Because that’s who I am. That’s how I've been brought up and I like about it. 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